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To amend the education law, in relation to the establishment
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for state aid for iibrary service and repealing certain sections
of such law
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@rdered;??sm ﬁ?z;e Secretary - deliver ,ﬁ@.@.,,,,,éiﬁ"‘
entitled: o |

48, 1724, 2431, 4454 Int. 1045

To amend the education law, in relation to the establishment

Nos. 10

of libraries and library systems, making an appropriation
~ for state aid for iibrary service and repeafing-certain-sections—
of such law o

to the ﬁsseméﬁy and request its concurrence in é?ze
same.
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QsTY OF NEwW YOF%;(
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEw YORK 7. N.Y.
S-1045.,.... Pr, 4454 - Bryd@es
é& ACT To amend the education law, 1in relazlan

to the.establishment of Tibraries and —

‘library systems, making an ggprﬁprzaniQn‘
for state aid for library seérvice and
repealing certain sections of such law

__Honorable Averell Harriman
Governor of the—State of New York
Albany, New York :

Dear Governor:
I have received your request for my recommenda-

tion concerning the above bill, which is before you for
executive &cti@n :

... The @bj@ct of thzﬁ bill is t@ amend various pro- .

visions of ‘the Education Law reiatlﬁg to the establishment”
and maintenance of p&bzlc libraries and the payment of State
,ald .therefor,

The revision Gf the State aid formula, which
would be effected by the bill, would result in 1ncreased pay-
ments of State aid to the City of New York and other communi-
ties. The share of State aid received by the City of New .
York, even as it would be 1ncreased by this bill, represeﬂts

,brar;es We believe that a larger Cantrxbut;on by the State

is merited, Moreover, the State aid formula set—forth—in
the bill contains features which, under given circumstances,
might operate 1nequztabiy§ to the detriment of the City and
other }ocalltleg ‘

Nevertheless, the bill would pr@vide the

Q



Honorable Averell Harriman

municipalities of the State with additional funds to be used

for library purposes, and I therefore recommend that you ap-
prove . it, s

Very truly yours,

o ’Ragggit§'4wAGNER§%ayori
By N %]

L Iy, .
1 Asgg;gg;z_téfiae M

7
ayor

o~




The Honorable Averill Harri
Gouvernor of New. York State
Executive Mansion

FEagle 3Street

Albany, New York

Dear Sir:

“Your approval 13 ernestly urged of the Library Aid B )
Asgembly Int. 1079 - Senate Int. 1045, which will come

to your desk.

The provisions of these bills will materially strength
the library systems in our rural and urban areas. In e
- times of world stress we need strong library systems. I am

L

sure one does not have to point this fact out to such

_enlightened leadership @ﬁw},X&Mbﬁﬁﬁ”erﬁ&ﬁﬁiﬁ“iv have under
your administration. ’ ' '

Very trn y 3@@§§§
i s
;: £ /f///v e . ;;ffé&u .

“John f; Mausert
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MRS, ELIZABETH F-KELLY

Ereepnrt :ﬁiemnrml % thr&wi

FREEPORT. LONG ISLAND. N.

&
—s*j

LIBRARIAN - 8 ———

Govenor Averill Harrimen,
Stete Capitol, )
e Atbany, N Y. -/

Dear Govenor Harriman;

We earnestly recuest you to do all in
your power to secure a passage of Senate Bill
#2431 introduced by Senator Brydges.

R R - 3 ’ -
The public are glways amazed «hen they learn
~that a Livrary 1s alloted only 31@@ 00 as nominal
State Aild

In this p&?%icglar Village there are no
librarians in any of the six gﬁaﬁe schools, in-
cluding the Parochial School. Quite naturally,
as a result of this, this Library carries the .

burden of all the work with the elementary school

children.  We also do a great deal of work ®ith
the Junior and Senior High School students, and
with the older students of thne Parochidl School.
It is true that there is a very small library,
~and a professionelly trained librarian in the

High School, N&¥ T, however;-remind you that

fmarch 19, 1958.

FREEPORT 9-3274

— this service is not extended beyond schoel hours,-
The Public Litrary also serves the pre-school

. wWe. feel that the $100.00 a year is most in&ﬁequate
k| and should be increased.

e
S

o
|

o v 4

(Mrs. E1izabeth F. Kelly)

Library Director

child, the college student and the adult. Therefore,

e S
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- .
March 21, 1988 ‘ ‘ e
Goverror averell Harrimom ' o .
- : . T ¢ VAT

The Stste Capitol , Re: Secnate Int. 10453 rﬂg 2451 -

. . & L] - @ aw el
B Albany 1, Hew York Assembly Int, 1079; Pr. 2877

i

Dear Covernor Zorriman: - o -
tc amend the education law in relation to the

s and library systems, has the active suprmort of
iation, As you know, the 2ill will be conming
within the next few days, and we hope a*"“:fed
i

The above Dill, a
establichment of librarie
the Tew York Iibrary Ascoc
up before the législature

— by this body. As one wh s interested in the develcopment of library
ervice in Hew York State, I want fo urze you to sign the bill when it

eotles—to-your desk.

'

™is bill embraces recommendations made recently by the Commicssicner
of Zduceiionts Commiittee on Public Idbrary Service directed tovard €ipaniing
 end improving library service in beth -the small commmities and the large
~ cities in this State. The bill carries eppropriations for stete ald thot
will melte possible improved library service located conveniently and
operated econowically ﬁﬂﬁcag% library systems, but without ?cms oI local

Q_acc 19&9 there have been a series of Sueﬂs taken through leglclaticn

i

to irprove and extend 1ibDTETy service and library systems in the State, The
provosed leglslation would not only preserve the advances made since 1349,

tut would @lso meke them available to new areas so that they can be enjoyed
by more people. This extension of service would reach 1,500,000 pecple
11*1“5 in rural and suburban areas c\p Hew York Statemowwithout library
service, - : ‘

that this 1leS:ut10P %o i mprove the educational opportunities
1 over the State is deserv1ng of your active supprort.

Sinéeréi& youré;r

e - ‘ . Cooand AY AT t,¥\?\
CHilieg Carl H. Melinat

e —

- - ~ Professor of Idbrary Sciemce |

209 MAIN LIBRARY BUILDING




U “‘?‘

} P
Nzw”ﬂDRKLJFSINSURANCE(?DMPANY 4
51 MADISON AVENUE, NEw YORK (O, N. Y. S '
. . ‘% — T
DEVEREUX C. JOSEPHS g
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD - - - +
e o - 25, 1858
*—i
Lear Governor:
Senate Introductory #1043, Assembl Introductory
#1079 has been passed as amended, by both Houses of the
Legislature. It is "An Act to amend the education law, ,
in relation to the establishment of libraries and library
systenms, m&hin@ an appropriation foy state aid for library
service and repe aling certain bect ons of such law." B

The bill as introduced wds based on the report of
Commissioner of Education's Committee on Public Library
Service.  The Committeé had reviewed the laws relating to
libraries and had recommended greater ziekébgiivg so that
cooperative systems of libraries Se”viﬁg large areas of ti
state could be readily organized. This most important

£
of the original bill has been~aregervea in the Hill as »
= S i

{,,.5
>

s}
o

o

€
€
s

?»J(D

ssed

£
e m

The Committee had algso recommended cuanseq in tl
formula for state grantsr$r aid to guallc libraries which would
have increased the grants by aboutf 2780000 —in- i@ﬁéyé%rmw$§;5 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, :

~formula has been revised and the estimated .increase is now ‘
$700,000. This amount would still give greatly needed aid to

the smaller libraries throughout the state; give some increases to
the county libraries already organized: and stimulate the
organization-of more effective l;bvary service in new areas,

It also gives special recognition and modest aid to the

Reference Department of The New York Public Library because

of its s tatew1de services; : : )

1o ¢
5

(U

. Although the act fails short of the Committee's recommendam
tions it is a long step toward the improvement of public lzbrar}

service %hrougheﬁu”thémgtate “anwd—has—the disinterested endorsement
of those concerned with libraries as educational institutions,
I hope very much you will determine. to sign this legislation -

— HaarmAxerell D Harriman

for the nee@_gﬁ_ggggg‘ggd it will be most useful throughout the
state. . ) T

-

Sincerely yours,

Governor of New York
Albany , New York
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Crass oF SERVICE

B - This is a fast message
I~ unless its deferred char-
I acter isindicated by the
I, proper symbol.

TELEGRA

W. P. MARSHALL, PresioeNT

e K trer Telegram

The fling time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Tine of recexpr is STANDARD TIME dt poing of dcgrmat on

SYMBOLS 5
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MNAD99 PD=TDMN FRANKLIN SQUARE NY 27

A

GOV. HARRIMAN=

STATE CAPITAL ALBANY NY=

s

IGHANES

RE PUBLIC—

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE FRANKLTN

LIBRARY RESPECTFULLY URGE YOUR SIGNING SENATE TINT BILL
%%@ 1045 AND ASSEMBLY INT 1079 - FOR THE Sngtgsﬁ@zx? OF -
SYSTEM OF LIBRARIES= |
£LSA ARCHINAL PRES BOARD OF TRUSIEES=
13

THE COMPANY

WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM iTS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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\ILLBA\I& TWEED, HOPE & HADLEY

13 BROAD STREET
NEW YORK 3

y | __ _March 27, 1958

Honorable W. Averell Harriman

Governor of the State of New York

Albany, New York

Dear Avepell: e

I hope very mucrr that you approve the bill
for 3tate Aid For Library Service wnich was based on -
the report of the Commissioner of Education's Committee
on-Public Library Service. in the past I have never
bothered y@ug or any ol your predecessors, with my
views on legislation, but for 1o years I was President
of thgqﬁoara of the New Yorx Public Library, and I feel
so strongly about the merits of this 0ill that I am
writing you.

At this time c¢f increased emphasis on
education, I know of no place where g dollar goes
further than in-this <type of aigd to the-public-Iibrarles
of our State.

B Sineerely yours,
\ \ . . \‘ 5\\ )
i ' \ P
k/JkVVVJ§ ?t@mi&};;%
4 =
Fed
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FORTY-NINTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE, LAKE PLACID, JUNE -4, 1958 ' 7

_OFFKERS‘: - . HONORARY PRESIDENTS

T e . ‘ ! ) How. Wirriam J. Warrin, Yonkers
~MA¥o% Kmisten Kaisiiwsew. Yonkers  _ . N piox. {HOMAS A, WILSON, %’;ﬂ:{g;ﬁ’:
President - a Hon. Freperick C. McLavcuLIx, White Plains

. : :VE Hon. Wexrperr E. Puirvrires, Port Jervis .
Mavor W. Hazry Lister, Rockville Centre GONFERENCE OF AYOE{S EON. EHARLESJDEOSBORNE. A;(apumt

., ;, ON. ONRAD . EISELMAN, mngston

ist Vice Pﬂfﬁdmz AND Hon. Vincent R. Corrou, Utica

o Hon, Cravncey T.S. Fisa, White Plains

Maros Joun T. McKzwwan, Utich . OTHER MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS o ro i S ot

Hon. Francis H. Braxe, Albion

—wad Vice President = o p— — " — oo
OF THE STATE OF NEW YOREK Hon. Witrrax Harr Hussey, Mount Vernon
: B . - Hon. Bovp E. Gorper. Utica
Mavor Erastus CorNing, 2rp, Albany : Hox. SaMueL A. Strots, Jamestown
Tregsurer OFFICEOF THE-EXECUTIVE-SECRETARY — Hox. Jupson L. BakisTer, East Hampton
T i . * Hox. AppisoN MaLLERY, Saratoga Springs
; . ’ Hown. HeEnrY WALDINGER, Valley Stream
ADDESO!‘ I{IALLZRY. Albany - © 8 Elk Street ' Hon. Epwin G. Micragrian; White Plains
xecwtive Secvelary B
- . How. Stowsrr P. Fournia, Massens
T : ’ . Hoxn. Janes J. CrowLey, Ssiamanca
Karsryx M. Hozax, Albany ALBANY 7, N. Y. Hox. DonaLp E. $tocuu, Jobnson City ~
Assistant Divector - —— : e HONORARY VIEE PRESIBENTS ———
e TR ‘Dial 3-2249 o - Hox. Francis H. Marx, Oneonta :
W LAl ' - , Hon. Normanx A. Boyp. Binghamiton
DON(:‘ILD A, Wazsa, Albany . : . o ' Hon. CriFrorp F. Lang, Kenmore
gunsel . oA 5 & How. \WarLxer B, Lounseery, Binghamtor
- %v‘iaf“cr} 5:797 3'95/‘ ‘ )
Senate Intro., 1045 Print 1048, 172k, 2431, LLSL By Mr. Brydges
To amend the education law, in relation to the establishment of
' libraries and library systems, making an appropriation for
state aid for library service and repealing certaln sections
of such law o
S
& ] . . ‘ . . - o - !
The General Legislative Committee of the Conference of Mayors
has taken no action on this measure as it received no-reguest for e s
i its enactment nor disappreoval of its passage.’
_ —— %
s a8 - "
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FOUNDED 1890

NEW YORK LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
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OF NEW YORK STATE

115 SOUTH AVENUE ra

a
g H

ROCHESTER 4, NEW YORK

March 28, 1958
Honorable Daniel Gutmaen
Counsel to the Governor
State Capitol
lbany 1, 1 York
Jear Mr, Gutman:

I appreciate very much your courtesy in sending tc me
for my comments and recommendations Senate 3ill Int, 1045, Pr., LLsL
now before the Governor for action. .| had the privilege of serving
as vice=chairman of the Commissioner of Education's Committee on
Public Library Service that made about forty recommendations for
improvements in our public library program in New York State., /
number of these recommendations are embodied In the legiglation now
before the Governor for consideration and acti While all of us
who served on the committee regret that more funms were not eveilable
to permit tHe full imp lementcLion of the formule reccmmended by the
Commissioner's Lommittee on Public.Library Service, we are satisfied
,t%at the revisions made in tHe Tormuia (Section & of the bill, pages

I5=19Yare 3 step in the ri ght direction and that even the modified
formula shouid be of some ;mmcdiate benefit in various parts cf the
state,

, I strongly urge the Governor to approve this legistation
which, in my judgment, has tremendous potential for good throughout
the whole State of New York. -

Sincerely yours
Harold $. Hacker 4’\\
HSH;EGS Secretary
P.S. | also am chairman of the New York Library Association's Committee

on Standards and-lLegisiation and can assure you and the Governor
of the support of that association for this legislation.

Ty
RE

Pl
e gt



Mrs. Thelma R. King, Director » B

STEELE MEMO'RlAL LIBRARY
OFCHEMUNG COUNTY s
. ELMIRA, NEW YORK g

March 28. 1958

(e Mors, Marion W. MacRorie, Head

: : i
- Honorable Averell Harriman - : : {g E
Governor New York State

Executive Chamber, State Capitol ,
Albany, New York. /

Dear Sir:

Having given close study tc the provisions of the present bill
introduced in the Senate as number 1045. presently awaiting your
action, I give it my apvroval. This opinion represents that of
many people from the Southern Tier. where the provisions of the
bill, if approved. would Jo a creat Jeal to stimulate larcer

units of library services where very little exists and helr those
without such service to become associated with existing systems

to the great advantage. education and imgrovement of larage areas
of the state. Those who drafted the present bill have the comrlete
confidence of my colleacues and we all feel that your sicnature cn
this bill will be a very agreat forward step in aidinc expanded
library services in New York State.

Very truly vours.

- ° ﬁ ¢
)
President
mwmsmb Scuthern Tier Library Club.

Extension Division
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MEMOSANDUM IN SUPPORT
of

Senate Bill, Introductory No. 1045,
Print Nos. 10046, 172L, 2431, Lhsh
by Senator Brydges,

entitled: SRS

AT to_amend _the eddcatlon law, ot
in relation to the sstablishment of e
libraries and librarv svstems, making
an arproprlatlon for state =aid for
library service and repealing certailn
sections of such law.

Probably one of the most important problems with wnlich g
the State is faced is to somehow enzpole its residents to have full

library service.

It is common knowledge that presenv library service 1s

woefully inadequate. It is also common knowledge that access 1O

mwsuch 1mportant subjocts as science an. various types of technology

is denied most people. Forua"con 1derable perlod “of time & €om= =
mittee,fknown as the Commissioner of Education's Committee on

Public Library Service, has bsen Working on this ?roblem and the
Committee has recommended that the statute be amended to carry

out its conclusions. I am attaching a copy of the formal repoft

of that Committee. The above bill implements the report.

The State HBducacvion Department regards this bill as one
of the most important pileces of legislation which has emanated

from the Department in recent years.

x.v; " I respectfully urge His Excellency's favorable action

“? ﬁ-‘“ N ) ’ T e e e o e e e et e -~v'~_v-~f'_.,,_;_
;_f;-g”i_,. o




on this
o
P
Dated:
7
Y
; e

bill.

March 28,

Sl

EAKL W. BRYDGHES
Senator, Shth Distric

espectfully submitted,




THE LIBRARY TRUSTEES ?‘OLTND_{TIOX
OF NEW YORK STATE .

115 SOUTH AVENUE. ROCHESTER 4. N. Y.

ke

THE LEGIS LATIO\ TO
CARRBRY OUT THE PLAN
FOR BETTER LIBRARIES
Froposed Dy the
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
LIBRARY SERVICE

{ é >\,,:"\”ILA§‘&'§§ EXAXAA,’(. f &‘
Dito New 1045, Pr. 1048

175 Aszemnblvman BRADY
It Noo 10749 Pr. 10749

* * *

e
-
B
1
.
s
P

] session of the Legislature bills
have been introduced by Senator Brydges.in the
Senate d{é{i by Assemblvman Brady in the As-

ich would amend the Education Law
with rvv}uf: to libraries and library. systems.
These embrace recommendations made recentlv
after a thorough L survey of library service in New
York State and ar@ directed toward expanding
and improving libr ,‘sf"? service in both the small

communities and the Lzrge cities in this State.

The bills carrv appropriations for state aid that
will make possible improved library service -
located conveniently and operated economically
through library systems, but without loss of local

autonomx o -

Smce 1949 there ha\e been a serzes of steps;ﬂ

hbrarv service and hbrarv systems. The. prnmcpﬁ

Ieglslatxon would not onl) preserve the advances
made since 1949, but would also make them
available to new areas so that they can be en-

'Sl

i f



“joyed by more people in the State. This exten:

sion of service would reach 1,500,000 people-

thmg in rural and suburban areas of N ew York

_State now without library service.

The Commlttee on Public. lerary Servw
which proposed the plan was appointed by the

- State Commissioner of Education. It was a cross-

section of library trustees, of professional librar-
ians, of fiscal and statistical specialists and of
repre;s:entatives of civic organizations and its mem-
bers came from all parts of the State. It made a
comprehensive report of its findings and recom-
mendations based on eighteen months’ study to

the Commissioner in November and its report and

plan have-been unanimously approved by the

Regents. Copies of the report are; orwill soon-be

imrall public libraries*and copies may_be obtained
from the State lerdry at Albany. -
Three main ideas mark thc Ieglslatmn (a)

greater ﬂ_ex1b1hty in allowing cooperation among

. local libraries working free_ly to obtain state aid
without some of the rigid geographic require-

ments which have slowed down progress;-(b)-a..

" program by which every partof the State, includ-

This legislation would increase State aid to
hbrdrv systems by $2.600,000 in 1958-59. Maxi-
mum per capita aid thr oughout the State would
average sixty cents per capita. The basic prmmple
of local responsibility for supporting library serv-
ice continues to be maintained, with the loculities’
share of library costs to average eighty per cent.

C()Operatlv agreements among hbmues are
e\pected to result in the establishment of about
twenty-five svstems of libraries throughout the
State. Each system ultimately would serve a mini-
mum of 200,000 people, with the exception of a
smaller number in one sparsely settled corner of
‘the State. This cooperation was deemed by the

Committee-essential-if-at-people inthe Stateare

—to-be-able-to-draw upon conveniently located cen- .

tral collections of diversified library materials, .
numbering at least 100, 000 volumes, where such .
collectmns are lacking t()dav The legislation
makes special provisions for State assistance to
build up such collections.

The Committee reported that readers. would
benefit not only from such central collections, but
also from the rlght of access, through their com-

ing rural areas will have access in-Iocal regionsto

—Targe-collections—of books and- trained library
staffs; and (c¢) more substantial State support to
_encourage cooperative service shared by libraries.
especially geared to.those areas in which popula-
_ tion is thinly spread out and in which the cost
per pefson to serve is higher than in urban centers.
Full provision is made for continuing self-govern-
ment and local autonomy of pubhc hbmnes
which undertake cooperative service. P
The State has had a library law, encouraging
county hbmry systems, since 1950. The Commit-
“tee on Public Library Service in its study found

. IM;,MIHLV uuxduca, €9 au Jud.tcxxu.}o _lll_t}l(, ;\,bu,u
_served by ghe system; and that many -central
services supphed by the system would further
strengthen each community library in the State
that joined with its nelghbormg 1branes to pro--
vide a more efficient and economlcal organization
of library services. | — :

Community libraries in-areas where systems—
were not yet established would receive spccml
annual grants of reference volumes fromrthe Edu-
cation Department to strengthen their information
services. The goal of the proposed legislation is
a network of strong cooperative systems serving

that, while this Taw has fed=to—the Laiab%i’s*hmu,t
of a numBel of progressive library systems in

every person. in_the State. Each system- would -

have available also the resources of ‘the State

recent years, the law has been much too restric———— —Library and the other systems in the State. In
‘tive in its requirements to serve the library needs
of all the people in the State. The ﬁnapcial pro-
visions established in 1950 have been far outpaced
by rising costs since that date.

the thirteen counties where svstems have been
6perating the Committee found.that the quality
and quantity of llbrary service were mdxkedl\
improved.




The Hon. Averell Harriman | R
‘Executive Chambers 4

~State Capitol - o
-Albany, New York S

CHAPPARQUA LIBRARY
CHAPPARQUA, NEW YORK

TELEFHONE CHAPPAQUA I-DDG;“

j} . ”3’%& m.arbg%}. 29 R 1958

ey )
i
T

Dear Governor Harriman:

I reSﬂectful?V urge you to sign Senate Bill Noge.
1048, 1724, 2431, L4Lsk  introduced by hra Brydges as

1@&5 January }.LP 19_)()5 , e

Since 1950 twenty~nine‘1ib?aries in Westchester

County have been trying to set up county library service

here, Thisgs new amendment to the 1950 law would make it

possible at long A=mst, The trustees and librarians of

those libraries would be grateful for your amnroval of

the U,LJ.]. in quﬁstion.

Sinoerely yours,

/ wa,a Zcl ec / 7 7‘47/&(@&& 4-7

4

—_

4 ~_ Mrs.  . M, Handley, Prese
MFH/awg o Westchester Library Ass 'n.
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: y 72@9 2gst Steuben Street
- / "~ ..Bath, New York
- Iy ‘March 30, 1958

Hon. Daniel Gutman
Executive Chamber
S3tate Gapitol

. Albany, New Xork

Dear Sir:

Having carefully studied the Library Services
. B11l proposed by ¥r. Brydges, I strongly recommend
that Governor Harriman approve this legislation as

it is written.

As a former public librarian, &-former teascher,
a "::.? & ® a ii%ﬂ* .%ﬁam m{ s 4 f}»{% Ny g@w'& time

librarian of a S@@Qﬂﬁ%fﬁ achool, and-above all, as

a meémber of a family of avid fegﬁergg I am &equaiﬂt*
ed with the definite need of assistance for §uhlic
libreried. In our county, for instance, 40% of th
‘people have access to no library. The exieting

- libraries, except for the two in the cities of Corning

and Hornell, have limited, often out-dated collections

with valum%%&r or vastly @ﬂd@rngid librarians with

no training. -

‘Only with State giﬁ to enable the purchase of

new books and with state requirements which will
ralgse the educational standards of these libraries, -
and most of all, with aid to provide bookmobile
service for the unserved areas, can library service
in this State provide children and adulte with
the knowledge it 18 their right to demand. - -

| | Very truly yeurs
. ) e )t w

Ruth #. MaG11l
Pres.Steuben County
Library Assac*gﬁiQH






RUTH P. HEIDGERD
~54 HUGUENOT STREET
NEW PALTZ, N. Y.

Hone Laniel Gutman
Bxecutive Chamber
State Capitel
Albany, New York

7 I have read with interest the proposed -act in
relation to library systems. ‘ i

Imdividualty, r

ther than as president cf t%a{ ,
oeiaticn, I Peel +this question S—
:se County or multi-county
litrary systems undouctedlr are a desiratle goals
However, a long educational program plus s rrest deal
mere advisory service will be rngcasaery before our rurdl
- ares can possitly achieve the sta dards set forth in the

&
Ulster Count: Library Ass
15 somewhat academic for u

[

ache

rtinuance of the $1C0O grants,

We appraciste the con
but the new provisions ssem best expressed by the old
vernacular, "Them as hes, gits.” B
~ Qur srall loceal 11brar1cs, mest of them serving
jukt around 5,000 are not equipped either financi ally or o
in personnel tc plan for e system of 200,009 without—
strong outside assistance. -

Thabhk you for your interest

Vary truly yours,

) r// y'Va_j'\

£3€).
LW
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. Daniel Uutman ‘Counsel to the Governor

State of wew YOP& mxecutive Chamber
Albany .Y, 7 | S

3e. Al ibIll to establish libraries aad libfary gystaas,

Dsar--+aniel--wutman:

I comparins—a-cooy of—+the-bill that nagsed the Lec 1=

lature, whicn you kindly sent me, to the origidal as
DPOD@SQﬁ oy—the- Jeyxiork-State,adundtlcp Jeoart net, 1

"note that the fina7 011l 1is substantizlly the same axd

I also note that in every

thersfore 1 considesr it to ope sound lesislation basically,
instance where the cug-ested ’

appropriations were altered, they wers reducad. +he two

exceptlcns to this are found on page 17 of the printed

0111, lines 13 and 20, where the amount was increased.

ihece jncr2aseec would pe reolstively insienificant in the

total program,

In my. opini»n, the rathner drastic cut back from the
appropriation origiaally proposed is. n0st regretable,

I would .-nhope that if the bill is sie ned that tre approvri-
ations in the future can oe made more,nommensurate with
the creat need =nd to help 1pcure the ouallty of eervice

Therefore because 4 thiuk this bili would make a worth-

while coatribution to livrsry service in new lork State,

and, perhaps by 1its example, elswh2re as well, I would
reconmend that the Goverunor sign this legislation into
law, °

Sineerely,

AGlenn Mallison
o

) [ing
e )




‘Thomas E. O'Connell |
Administrative Deputy

A ‘ ,Sta'fe"of,New York
- o Division of the Budget

£
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© . The New Pork Public Library

Astor, Tenox and ‘@Iﬂﬁm Fomdations

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR , , ‘
S ; TFTH BVENUE €8 425D STREET S © March 31, 1958
New York 18, N. Y. o .

mm‘\%
I
",
“%
%,

Honorable W. Averell Harriman ij A
Governor of the State of New York =
Albany, New York ' / o

Dear Governor Harriman:

- I am writing to urge your approval of the bill now before you
(Senate Int. 1045) amending the education law in respect to the
establishment of libraries and library systems and making an
appropriation for State aid for library service.

R NSO -

In my judgment this legislation by encouraging extension ang -
improvement of library service in the State, will provide further
educational facilities the importance of which today cannot be over-
estimated. I am glad, therefore, to be able to recormend this bill
for your favorable action.

Again let me express to you our gratitude for honoring us with
your presence in the Library on the occasion of the opening of
National Library Week on March 106.

Sincerely yours,

Edward G. Freehafer
Director

EGF:cf v

A
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. Hon, Daniel Gutman, Counsel to the Govermor

(BINGHAMTON PUBLIC LI BRARY) -
7 ) (BINGHAMTON NEW YORK)
”N EW YDRK LIBR‘ARY ASSDC'IATID_NA B "’***

FOUNDED 18920

' March 31, 1958

Exgggtive'Chaﬁbe:w@,“ r“hw~w~¥www1%%4mw~;%n*Qrﬁ;m
State Capitol ‘ e EER ST
Albany, New York S

Dear Mre, Gutman:

I am pleased to respond to your memo concerning Senate Int, 1045
Print No®s: 1048, 1724, 2431, 4454 (An Act to amend the education
lawy, in relation to the establishment of libraries and library
systems, making an appropriation for state aid for library service
and repealing certain sections of such law), S

This piece of legislation is an outgrowth of some 18 months work
by the Commissioner of Education®s Committee on Public Library.
Service, It corrects the known problems which have prevented the

- formation of additional county and multiwcounty library systems

under the current law during the past five years,

ie Gteate: fiexlh111ty 1n allow:ng cooperation—among local- s
libraries working freely to obtain state aid without some of" the*”"M”"”
rigid geographic requirements which have slowed down progress, :

2 A program by which every part of the State, including rural
areas will have access to large collections of books and trained
library staffs in local regions,

3, More substantial State suppoert to encourage cooperat;ve setv1ce7”m

shared by libraries, especially geared to those areas im which
population is thinly spread out and in which the cost per person

to serve is higher than in urban centers, Full provision is made
for continuing self-government and local autonomy of public libraries
whxch undegrtake cooperative service,

This is a good amendmen,t and Should, in the opinion of the librarians

. of the state, be approved, As. president of the New York Library

Association, it is with pleasure that I state that the Association-
is whole=heartedly in accord w;th the b111. We urge that the Governor
sign it without delay, _ -

Thank you for the cppoxtun1tv of exp:essing our support of the

amendment,
. A ) Very truly your)ggz

Marcus A, Wr1ght

MAW/wev ] : )
B £ . o - o
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. The New York Public Library

g - Astor; Tenox and Tilden Foumdations
; . Kzf
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR '
Firru AvENUE & 428D STREET . - ff - - March 31, 1958
New York 18, N. Y. : — - : ‘ N
,“{; %KKJ o
. i )
T / ;"j ? L ’
/ V4

Honorable Daniel Gutman / v
Executive Chamber .
State Capitol -

Albany, iNew York

Dear VMr. Cihtmane
HEes: F =

C &

I am indeed grateful to you for inviting me to present
nmy views to Governor Harriman in respect to the bill
(Senate Int, 10&5)7nng before hims As you will see from
the enclosed letter to the Govermor, this bill has my hearty
endorsement.

If you have any questions, I am of course at yoﬁfnmﬁ

services
- ‘ ; Sincerely yours,
®
LGFecf
Ence
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o 'ALBANY PUBLIC LIBRARY

ALBANY, N. Y.

HARMANUS BLEECKER, Headquarters S . . JOHN V. L. PRUYN, 137 North Pearl Street
Washington Avenue and Dove Street —. . ) PINE HILLS o 1000 Madison Avenue
JOHN A. HOWE, Schuyler and Broad Streets — . DELAWARE ° 328 Delaware Avenue

March 31, 1958

The Honorable Averill Harriman
Governor of New York .
Executive Chamber ‘ ' S
Albany, New York ‘

Atteﬁtion of Daniel Gutmang Counsel to the Governor

Dear Sir

The Board of Regent's b111 to 1mnrove the State

"~ public library program, Senate Int., 10& ~Assembly’
- Int. 1079 which is before veu for executlvaaagﬁign&_¥hf
e g g-my-unqualified approval, The establishment of —
library systems will be made pocsible for many
sections of the State which could not meet the re-
gquirements of the earlier State Aid laws, Provision
for more adequate State Aid to finance library service
—————for- unserved rural -areas in New York State will

encourage existing public libraries to organize I

library systems. :

Public Library service will be greatly strengthened
“, and expanded in New York State with the establishment-of
cooperative library systems which may cross county
~lines and will not be bampered by a minorlty of unpro~
gressive communities. : .

: I respectfully urge you to si%% this bill which
"has the support of public librarimﬁathroughout the

‘State, . o S
| Very Struly yours,
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ oretly 4 Vidard_
Dﬂl"othy A K\F fﬂbl{;&xﬁ;gg{aggg ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Hudson-Mohawk Library Association
aw
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,MENORANDUM TO THE GOVERNOR IN RELATION TQ SENATE INT. 1045,
PRINT NO. 4454, INTRODUCED BY IR. BRYDGES, ENTITLED "AN ACT
TO AMEND THE ZDDCATTCN LAW, IN RELATICN TO THE ESTABLISHMENT
. OF LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY SYSWEMS MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR
- STATE AID FOR LIBRARY SERVICE AND REPEALING CERTA¢N SECTICNS
- OF SUCH LAW'",

This bill was originally lntroaucad as a Department
measure- 25 a result of a report of the Commissioner of Educa-
., tion'ts Commituee on Pub¢1c Library D@FVLC@, a copy of which is

7attached _hereto.

The bill provides organizational procedures which

will give greateriflexibility,in permitting combinations of

vide addltional lleaTy service. In its present ferm it

proVidgs for increased state aid'ofv$7OQ,OOOe ‘ In addition to

providing additiﬂnal state aid and organizational a351stance 7

for larger 11brary units, the bill also provides for assistance

";;;‘fé‘smiiiﬁiibrgriesﬂsefviﬁgw§eweymth@n five thousand persons by
providing for aﬁ anﬁual grant of refeﬁence books valued at

- $100,

The Department is, of course, conv1nced that there is

-

- great need for thls measure, and we ur e that it receive

Executive approval.

Counsel State Education Department

April 1, 1958

’ )
R e 4



- 4 H : L

i

dELB NASSAU COUNTY LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

F'C!UNDED APRIL 12, 1934

A pril 1, 1958

Hon. Daniel Gutman, Counsel to the Governor
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, New York

Re: Legislative Miemorandum

Dear Nr. Gutman:

Thank you for sending me a copy of Senate Bill
Int. 1045”_Which,,‘\ deals with the establishm ent of libraries and hbr'a:rx
systems. ..

This bill has had the approval of many boards of
—library trustees in Nassau County including ourown-heredin Basfs
Meadow. The bill has been under study by a special Committee _
of the Nassau County Library &ssociation. I am happy to inform

you that we are most anxious that the bill become law We belie ﬁe

that this bill is a great improvement over that now ex1st1nf‘ onthe
statutes in that it would enable libraries more easily to cooperate

and to take advantage of the improved service which coeoperation
brings about.

I We would be most grateful to the Governor if he
should see fit to approve the bill.

Smcerely yours,

;%a%w’ E MQZ(Q

- “Thomas E. Dutelle o
President T —

T.E.D.‘/g.d.
East Meadow  Public . Library T

2306 Hempstead Turnpike '
East Meadow, Long Island.
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The ﬁ»aﬁtr‘h‘ngut LWibhrary

10 LAKE STREET « PATCHOGUE, N. Y.
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GRAND ARMY PLAZA |

BROOKLYN 38, N. Y.
STerling 3-2300

April 3, 1958

The Honorable Avereu Harriman
The Governor of New York State
The Executive Chamber - Capitol

- Albany, New York

Dear Governor Harriman:
Among the bills which are now before you waiting your signature is one —
Senate Introductory 1045, Print Numbers 1048, 1724, 2431, 4454 — which

amends the current legislation to provide state aid to libraries.

The provisions of this bill are based upon the recommendations of a hard-
working committee appointed by the Commissioner of Education, James E.
Allen, Jr., and chaired by Judge Francis Bergan. This committee worked
for eighteen months in a serious effort to study library development through-
out New York State and to find possible weaknesses in the current legisla-
tion. The Department of Education and the Board of Regents heartily -

approved their proposals and the present bill is based largely upon their

. report. The money involved is relatively small compared to the import-
ance of the service which libraries can give to the citizens of the state.

In this period when education of ony total population is so extremely im-
portant we must remember that the public libraries provide the only means
of access to new as well as basic ideas for the large majority of the popu-
Iatlon whe are not presently attendmg schools or colleges

The bill, as proposed contemplates that th&major part of hbrary support
must come from the local communities with a small percentage of support
to act as an incentive to come from the state. The bill is eminently sound
and will provide the necessary stimulatim for the development of libraries.
I hope that we may see an announcement soon that you have signed t}us
bill so that it may become law. '

Sinc e;ely yougs,

. ;o Wuiw f« ﬁ‘\ |
‘ , Ty : ./ Francis R. St.
' — . i » Chief Librarian

- mb
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STATE OF Nw YoRK }
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER

TO: Honorable Daniel Gutman

"FROM: Phllip M. Kalser

Sub ject: - Senate Print Nos, 10

We have no recommendations to make
on this bill

-

PMK:dlh :

W1




LU | NEW YORK STATE
‘" SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION, INC.

= ' _ 170 State Street — Albany 10, New York
BOARD OF DIRECTORS . ‘ Executive Director
1958  April 8, 1958 - EVERETT R. DYER

- : . ) - Associgte Direcfors
OFFICERS C. FRED HAMEL

LYLE J. SCHOENTHAL
President

- JAMES E. LANIGAN
Fulton

Vice Presidenis
KENNETH E. BUHRMASTER

Scotia-Glenville Honorable:Averell Harriman - o \
HUGH DAVIES Governor of the State of New York ’ [
Yorktown Heights ) The C&pthl : e f '
: Albany, New York . i
WILLIAM Y. MAUER . T J
Liberty A : \““*‘*“/
LEIGH D. PICKUP Dear Governor Harriman: ' ‘
Cattaraugus i ’ B ’ - :
- ‘ There is before you SI 1045, SP LiSk by Mr. Brydges which
 Thomes's beeddent would amend the education law, in relaticm to the éstablishment
Ocsanside of libraries and library systems, making an asppropriation for
— - state aid for library service and repealing certain sectwns
Treasurer - v of such l&ﬁ’
T TTCLYDE B MOORE T
ithoca .

Tnis bill was 1ntroduced at the request of t}ae State Educa-

Eveculive Director . ‘ticm Department and provides $700,000 in stete aid for the

EVERETT'R. DYER establishment of libraries. It is a part of the Regents' program
Albany " to improve the public libraries in theé State and as such deserves
o approval. , -

Coun
ARTHUR E. WALKER

Albany - We respectfully request your favorable action om the
— megsure.

AREA CHAIRMEN .
Areas Sincerely yours,

JOHN FONTANA
’ Grand lsland

. Areg 2
DONALD E. GRAY
s Elmira Heights

ERD:L EVERETT R. DYER
Areg 3 ) . - ] o
_MRS.STEWART A. VER NOOY ~ _ . Executive Director

Mssmendeeor L. geesdveBimetr

Area 4 &
"GEORGE R. COUGHLAN, JR.
Argyle~

. —Areg 5 o -
(WILLIAM 1. LANDAUER cc: Jonathan B. Binghem

Area 6 - ) -
RALPH C. RAUGHLEY, JR. N : , o~
- Roslyn . : )

L Area 7 (’
ELLSWORTH J. CARTER S
Clayton ’ -

Area 8 o . e e -
ELMER A. THOMPSON : ‘ E-Z’af)
Chateaugay ’ - €.,




Introduced by : | ASSEMBLY

- SENATE’ . Introd
Pr: 4454 . Mr. Brydges ’ Pr:
Int: 1045 | Int:
Law: Zducation Sections: 255, 259, 260, 271, 272, 273

Subject and Purpose: Revision of statutory provisions relating to state-aided systems

of public libraries.

Division of the Budget recommendation on the above bill:

Approve: Veto:___. No Objection:___ No Recommendation: X = /
Reasons: } : h
The present state aid program for county library systems was enacted in 1950
following the report of a Governor's Library Committee. COne recommendation of that
committee was that the program be re-examined later, to analyze its results and to re-
port on desirable modifications in the light of actual experience. This re-examination

BUDGET REPORT ON BILLS " Session Year: 1958

was madée in 1956=57 by = Commissioner's Committeeon Publie Library-Service, which made
its final report "to the Board of Regents in December 1957. This committee, composed of
librarians, library trustees, Education Department officials, and laymen (under the
chairmanship of Justice Bergan) found that on the whole the program of stats-aided
systems was sound, and recommended that the alternative program in which books and
services were provided directly by the State (the "Watertown experiment®) be absorbed,

H

when feasible, into the standard program.
”‘Tﬁé‘témmittéé*did‘findj*howeverT»%h&%»seme~ehanges in present statutes were de-
sirable. Some of these related to administrative and technical provisions and are not
discussed here. OCthers were more fundamental.

Definition of "systems". Under present provisions, no public library system
can be aporoved for state aid unless it includes at least an entire county. This means
that one community, by refusing to participate, can prevent the formation of a system
and the extension of library service tc unserved or inadequately served areas. Under
this bill a system may be formed by two or more lilgaries if they serve, collectively,
at least 200,000 people or 4,000 sq. miles of area, or (provisionally) by three or more
political subdivisions serving at least 50,000 people. These systems serving less than

~entire counties would serve as nuclei for larger systems, and as demonstrations, and

continued receipt of state aid would be contingent upon their willingness to accept

- other municipalities into the systems. Provision is also made for a state-aided library

system as a department of county government - an innovation recommended by the Committee
as adapted to the needs of some counties but not included in the original department

bill because of the Department's opposition to the sanctioning of public libraries other

than by Regents! chdrter.

Dafé.: ’ : 4 ‘Examiner:

Disposition: ~ Chapter No: ' g:*~; Veto Date:

-



=D

State aid formula. Present $273 provides state aid under a reimbursement.formula
with a ceiling of -22-1/2 cents per person in the area served, plus minor flat grants
on an annual basis and other flat grants payable only on the formation of the systen.
- This formula provided only a moderate amount of incentive for the formation of systems
in 1950, and increases since that date in the cost of books and libraryy services has
made the incentive even less effective. (State aid paeyable to the existing seven systems
~under the present formula now amounts to less. than $2.3 million a year, ranging from
$24,000 to Chemung County to 1.8 million to New York City.) New formulass devised by
the Commissioner's Committee, designed to increase the incentive, would have increased
state aid for 1958-59 by &2.0 million or more (including aid for anticipated new systems).
As the legislative season advanced, and the fiscal outlook was clarified, the state aid
provisions were re-drafted by the Department and the Committee to vroduce a program
more likely to be approved.

The additional state aid proviced by the final bill is estimated at $700,000,
of which about $470,000 would go to.existing systems ($363,000 to New Ycrk City),
$123,000 to new systems organized within the year, and the balance in special grants to
non-system libraries. If the entire state were organized into state-aided systems, the

annual state aid would be about g5.4 million;—as—ecomparedwith = theoretical maximum of
$4.3 million under present formulas. 3 '

No recommendation is made because the amount of the appropriation puts it in
the Mpolicy" area. Apart from the immediate fiscal considerations, the bill is a sound
one and the changes made are desirable.

Provision for this bill was made initially in reserve for special bills.
Although the terms of the bill were not available for review at budget making time

presumably the bill was approved in principle by us. Its approva13“HEWéver,;would

seem Lo be contingent pretty much upon a consideration of whether or not we can
afford it. ST : ’

JVL-
/ ) — — —
Jates April 9, 1958 _ _Examiner:_ Edgar W. Martin ‘;
Disposition: o - Chapter No: ' Veto Date: : 5




STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT AND CONTROL
' ' ALBANY"

ARTHUR LEVITT

BTATE COMPTROLLER IN REPLYING REFER TO

April 10, 1958
MEMORANDUM |
To: Hon. Deniel Gutman, Counsel to the Governor

Re: Senate Intro, 10LS5, Prs, 1048, 1724, 2431, Uli5i; Introduced
by Mr. Brydges B o

Recommendation: Approval

Fiscél Implications to State: $700,000, e ) —

- History: Chapter 456 of the Laws of 195

Sponsor: Unknown
Statute Affected: Amends Education Law generally,

Purpose: To increase State aid for public litraries.

Effective Date: April 1, 1958
Comments

This bill amends sections 255, 259, 260 and 271 of the
Education Law and repeals sections 272 and 273 of the Education
Law and enacts new sections 272 and 273 of the Education Law. :
This bill provides for the establishmentpof a cooperative library
system by two or more libraries chartered by the regents on

- request of a majority of the members of the board of trustees and
sets forth the conditions under which the Commissioner of Education
. may establish such a cooperative library system. Under this amende
. ment, county and city libraries presently qualifying for State aid
'will be required to submit & new application and to qualify under
the provisions contained in said bill, With respect to State aid
thls bill contains revised formulae or methods for determining the
amount of State aid to be pald. Sald bill will not present any
administrative problems to carry out the formulae of State aid
required to be paid therein. o '



&

Senate Intro. 1045, Prs, 1048, 1724, 2431, LLSL; Introduced by
Mr., Brydges : S ' el

An appropriation of $700,000 is provided for additional
State ald under this blll, This office would like to-call your
attention to the fact that the Local Assistance Appropriation
Act for the fiscal year 1958=1959 also provides the sum of
$2,550,000 to State aid for public libraries, This Department
recommends approval of this bill. - :
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
ALBANY

EDWARD T. DICKINSON ‘ i
COMMISSIONER &

Honorable Averell Harriman

Governor of the State of New York '
The Capitel ,
Albany, New. York
Attenticn: Hon. Daniel Gutman, Counsel to the
' Governer
Re- Senate Intrcductory No. 1045
© Print Nes. 1048, 1727, 2431, 4454

' ' AN AT

s . AN ACT
I
4

: C
T %e—emend the education law, in relaticen to =
) - . the establishment ¢f libraries and library
o — systems, making an apprepriaticn for state
aid for library service and repealing
certain sections of such law :

Dear Averell:
| o _?':‘ . T . . .. ° s N \‘,
;5~\ﬁ~b4ﬂ~ﬁ*~;«ﬂ—Mﬁgwﬂ§~feeemmeﬁ§~%h%sﬁb%l;ib@¥&§§ﬁgﬁﬁﬂ+-w‘~a--—¥k\mwm~W» —

This measure would amend Sections 272 and 273 of -
the Educaticn Law. Section 272 now provides a new category
of library system which will be entitled to State aid.

The new category is known as a "cooperative library system,”

which may be established under this measure by meetings of

trustees of existing libraries, the,subsequent adoption of

‘a resolution, and approval of such r solution by the

Commissioner of Educaticn., _Section”#73 of the Educaticn

Law now provides for State aid to this type of library.

. { system. This measure would assist in providing our ¢ Wﬂ_f;f
{ ﬂ mushrooming suburbs with more adequate library facilities. Olf

'y -

Sincerely,

Cirie
'“"""““‘“ﬁ““‘%wm\

en



j‘tenc[d o/ lAe 3reep orl memona/ oﬁ rary

o 3reeporl W y ‘
o T Leerililk, 1958
K ) - : H)g -
i B "J"m»—‘g», o -
___________ - o ;
Goverror A. Harrimen )
) ) #
Albany, s e
New York . I -
Honorable Sir:
At e board meeting of the Friends of *“he Freervort
Memdrial Librerv, rerrssentine 250 -members,, a motion wes
resset—thet—you—he—ursed o *—Qgg;l_ﬂth +the Brvd"es Rill X
- R ——
S Mm - .
e S.F. 4454,
- Yours truly, .
1l
koo, £ 2l
— Oorreay/b“dﬂnv Sscretery
. ks
: /
o s
t
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HAROLD J. BAILY
COUNSELOR AT LAW
165 BROADWAY
NEW YORK 6

CORTLANDY 7-9337

_ April 16, 1958
The Honorable Averell Harriman
Governor—of the State of New York
Capitol, Albany 1, N. Y.

Dear Governor Harriman:

Last Saturday I saw the Seurats at the Museum of
Modern Art and I rejoice with you andi idrs. Harriman that neither
your oils nor any of the works of art in the exhibition were
damaged. yesterday. The crowd at Wildenstein's on Saturday after-
noon was moving so slowly that I did not ses the Renoirs (which
I hope to examine later) but I did secure a catalogue. I
congratulate you and your wife on owning the Seurats and Renoirs.

, , At the time of your reception for members of the New
York State Library Association in October 1957 Mrs. Harrimen was

kind—enoush-to-show me a number of the g ctive works of art

which are hanging in the ground floor rooms of the Executive

" Meansion. A couple of years ago I saw other paintings of yours

‘at the exhibition at New Haven of works owned. by Yale alumni.-

- The purpose of this letter is to urge you to sign the
State Ald for Publie Tibraries Bill (Senate Introductory No. 1045,
Print Nos. 1048, 1724, 2431 and 4454), It does not do enough for
the public libraries of the State out it will be tragic not to
have any such legislation at all. I am intensely interested in
the passage of this legislation because of the great good it will
do for the public libraries of the State and through them our
fellow citizens. I am chalrman of the New York State Library
Trustees PFoundation and am trustee and secretary of the Brooklyn
Public Library. |

... It 1s a pleasure to thank you For theifinémggpvipe_
you are giving New York State as our Gov@gnor.

T With kind regards to you and Mrs. Harriman,

Cordially,
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STate oF NEw YORK
ExecuTivE DEPARTMENT d
DivisioN OoF THE BUDGET - : . ;:5

ALBANY

Cieark D.AHLBERG i

Direcror ofF vwe Buooer

MEMORANDUM

To: April 16, 1958

From:

A

Subject: Int. 1045, Pr. kk52 (Senate)

When the report of the (¢ aittee

S lesioner of Education's Coms
on Public Library Services was released in December LE7 1 reviewed
1ts main provisions with the Governor. The Governor decided at that
time not to incorporate the Committee's proposals as & part of his
program but instead to include it as one of the items which he might
~ sign if approved by the Legislature. Accordingly, we included funds
in the reserve for special bills to cover the cost of the  expansion
of sState aid for libraries as provided in the Commissioner's proposals.

The program as modified by the Legislature in this bill calls
for an estimeted increase of $700,000 in the coming year in State sup-
port of public library systems of which about $363,000 would go to the

.City of“New York. This increase in cost is well within our estimates
and accordingly I recommend that the Governor approve this bill.

S
Rt
b

T,
-
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STATE oF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF LAw

ALBANY
J. LeFkowiTz .
ATTORNEY GENERAL

MEMORANDUM FOR THR GOVERNOR

- 5

~Re: Senate Int, 1045, Pr, Lisl

| This bill amends the Education Law in relation
to the establishment and consolidation of public libraries

and appropriates $700,QOO to effectuate its intent. } =

It authorizes, upon the consent of the Commis-

sioner, the consolidation of two or more Iibraries imto———

a system of cooperating Iibraries and details' the pro-
cedures for so doing. It also authorizes counties to
create county-wide library departments. In Section 260
relating to trustees, it authorizes from five to twenty-
five trustees in a joint public library and provides for
the apportionment of the trustees among the cooperating
communities, - e T

Section 271 provides for the money granted to
libraries to be apportioned by the Commissioner rather
~ than by the regents, Section 272 discusses the general
- and specific functions of a library and authorigzes the
Commissioner to curtail grants to a library which does
not measure up to the standards whicH:he sets in further-
- ance of the stated purposes. This section prescribes
~ methods for determining the number of people served by a
library and the following sectio® 273 provides for the
apportionment of State aid with reference to the number
- of people and the number of communities served. "

There is no legal objection to this bill,

‘Dated: April 17, 1958

. Respectqul%y¥§ubg;tted;

~ i N
t‘uﬁ; Js lﬁfékjggfi -
LOUIS J. LEFKOWITRZ

,@% . - Attorney General _
L4 , | o
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